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HISTORY OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 
(Continued from page 6.) 


‘In an account like the present,’ continues Mr. James, ‘ the 
establishment of the Scotch Sabbath evening Schools ought 
not to be omitted, as they may be fairly stated to have arisen 
out of the English Sunday School Institution. The children 
of the poor, so far as common education is concerned, are all 
taught to read in the parochial Schools, which are established 
in the Southern parts of that enlightened country. Still, how- 
ever, as it respects the observance of the Sabbath, and the 
more direct business of religious instruction, they are left of 
course to the care of their parents, multitudes of whom, indif- 
ferent to the welfare of their own souls, feel no solicitude for 
the salvation of their offspring. Observing and commiserating 
the condition of these neglected youth, who in great numbers 
spent the Sabbath, and especially the Sabbath evenings, in 
profanity and vice, the friends of religion in Edinburgh formed 
the pious resolution of collecting them together on the Lord’s 
ay evenings, for the purpose of imparting religious know- 
ledge.’ 

The friends of religion referred to, formed themselves into 
a Society, called the Edinburgh Gratis Sabbath School Society, 
the sole object of which was to promote the religious instruc- 
tion of youth, by erecting, supporting, and conducting Sabbath 
evening Schools, in Edinburgh and its neighbourhood ; in 
which Schools the leading and most important doctrines of the 
Scriptures were to be taught, and not the peculiarities of any 
denemination of Christians. ‘These they resolved should 
never be mentioned, as they had united to prométe the com- 
mon cause of religion, and not the particular interest of any 
party. 

This plan was carried into operation in 1797. The Society 
had not existed a year when the number of schools amounted 
"to thirty-four, and before the end of the second year twenty 
additional schools were opened. From this period to 1812, 
the average number of schools was about forty, attended by 
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2200 children. In 1814 there were fifty-five schools attended 

by 3175 young persons. Of these schools 37 were in Edin- 

burgh, and 18 in the country immediately adjacent. The Re- 

ports of this Society are replete with interesting information, 

from which it will be gratifying to enrich these pages when 
opportunity will permit. 

A Society at Aberdeen formed at the same time, and u 
the same plan with the above-mentioned, has been alike prose 
perous and useful. Similar Societies were soon after formed 
at Paisley and Glasgow, and still later at Greenock, Perth, 
and many other places. The system now prevails generally 
in the south of Scotland, and even in the Highlands and 
Islands. 

‘ Wales, at a very early period in the history of Sunday 
Schools, entered with eagerness into the scheme, and adorned 
her romantic and picturesque valleys with numerous asylums 
for the instruction of the poor. And here it is but justice to 
the Sunday School Institution, to assert its claims to the high 
honour of | giving birth to the most noble and efficient Society 
ever formed by man, or blessed by God, for promoting the in- 
terests of genuine Christianity. Every reader will anticipate 
the name of the British and Foreign Bible Society. The 
honour of giving rise to this mighty combination of wealth, of 

zeal, and talents, is better worth contending for, than the 
highest place in the roll of monarchs, conquerors, or philoso- 
phers. 

‘ By means of Sunday School education in Wales, the num- 
ber of readers increased far beyond the supply of Welsh Bi- 
bles to be obtained. This induced the indefatigable Mr. 
Charles of Bala, to undertake a journey to London, for the 
purpose of soliciting a private subscription from his friends, to 
defray the expense ‘of printing an edition of Welsh Bibles. In 
the course of conversation on this subject, at a committee 
meeting of the Religious Tract Society, a thought came into 
the mind of the Rev. Joseph Hughes, a thought which darted 
as one of the brightest beams from the fountain of light and 
life above, and for which millions will have reason to bless his 
name, that § little more exertion than was requisite for sup- 
plying Wales with the Sc riptures, might found an institution 
which should go on increasing its funds, and extending its 
operations, till not only the British dominions, but the whole 
world should be furnished with the word of God. Such was 
the origin of a Society which is the glory of our age. I need . 
not trace it further than just to say that the plan was warmly 
embraced by the gentlemen present, and steps were imme- 
diately taken to give it efficiency. My object in adverting to 
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this Society was to show its pedigree, and to claim it as the 
ofispring of the Sunday School Institution. ‘The cause which 
originated still supports it; for in most cases a Sunday School 
Teacher must be he forerunner of a Bible.’ 

So great was the progress of Sunday Schools in Wales, that 
in three years 177 schools were established, cont: 1ining more 
than 8000 children. 

The Sunday School system was introduced into Ireland in 
1793; its progress, however, was not rapid, until the forma- 
tion of the Hibernian Sunday School Society in Dublin, in 
1809. This society met with liberal patronage from the 
higher classes of Protestants, and has been hi ippily successful 
in its labours among the indigent and superstitious Catholics, 
In April, 1815, there were upwards of 252 schools, containing 
more than 25000 children, under the care of this Institution. 
Since that time the number of schools has been greatly aug- 
mented. 

Besides the abovementioned, and an association in Dublin 
formed in 1811, for the purpose of promoting the establish- 
ment of Sunday Schools in Dublin and its vicinity, there are 
several Sunday School Societies in other parts ‘of Ireland ; 
particularly one in Belfast, and one in Hillsborough. 

Through the exertions of the Society for the support and 
encouragement of Sunday Schools throughout the British do- 
minions, Sunday Sc hools have been established in several of 
the West India Islands, in the Island of Cape Breton, in Nova 
Scotia, at the Cape of Good Hope, and in many other places. 

“ In tracing the growth of the Sunday School Institution,” 
says Mr. James, * it would be an unpardoni ible omission to 
pass by in silence that noble ramification of it, the instruction 
of Apuits, A few years ago, had any one proposed such a 
design, a thousand voices would have exclaimed, in a strain 
somewhat similar to that of the wondering and doubting Nico- 
demus, “ How can a man be taught when he is old?” But 
this is the age of a daring and restless benevolence, which no 
exertions can weary, a no difficulties can appal. The first 
scion was planted by Mr. Charles, upon the mountains of 
Wales, in the summer of 1811. “ God prepared room before 
it, and caused it to take deep root; the hills were covered 
with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like goodly 
cedars.” 

“ The account of his commencement and success, shall be 
given in his own words :— 

“* My maxim has been for many years past, to aim al grea’ 
things, but if I cannot accomplish great things, to do what I 
can, ~and be thankful for the least success ; and still to follow 
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on without being discouraged at the day of small things, or by 
unexpected reverses. For many years | have laid it down as 
a maxim to guide me, never to give up a place in despair of 
success. [fone way does not succeed, new means must be 
tried ; and if I see no increase this year, perhaps | may the 
next. I almost wish to blot out the word impossible from my 
vocabulary, and obliterate it from the minds of my brethren. 
We had no particular school for the instruction of adults ex- 
elusively, till the summer of 1811; but many attended the 
Sunday Schools with the children, in different parts of the 
country, previous to that time. What induced me first to 
think of establishing such an institution, was the aversion I 
found in the adults to associate with the children in their 
schools. The first attempt succeeded wonderfully, and far 
beyond my most sanguine expectations. The report of the 
success of this school soon spread over the country, and in 
many places the illiterate adults began to call for instruction. 
In one county, after a public address had been delivered to 
them on the subject, the adult poor, even the aged, flocked to 
the Sunday School in crowds ; and the shopkeepers could not 
emmediately supply them with an adequate number of spectacles. 
Our schools, in general, are kept in our chapels ; in some dis- 
tricts, where there are no chapels, farmers, in the summer 
time, lend their barns. The adults and children are some- 
times in the same room, but placed in different parts of it. 
When their attention is gained and fixed, they soon learn; 
their age makes no difference if they are able, by the help of 
glasses, to see the letters. As the adults have no time to lose, 
we endeavour (before they can read) to instruct them without 
delay, in the first principles of Christianity. We select a short 
portion of scripture, comprising the leading doctrines, and re- 
peat them to the learners, till they can retain them in their 
memories ; and which they are to repeat the next time we 
meet.” 

“Thus commenced that excellent institution, which is im- 
parting the elements of knowledge and the benefits of reli- 
gious instruction to thousands who have passed the meridian 
of life; and in many cases, by teaching the aged to read, 
seems to add a lengthened twilight to their day of grace ; and 
by revealing to them the things that belong to their peace, 
just as they are about to be hid from their eyes, accomplishes 
the words of inspiration, “ In the evening tide it shall be light.” 

“* Soon after this time, as if the plan had been carried in the 
bosom of the Severn, and from thence received by the Avon, 
it appeared in the city of Bristol. The individual destined to 
the high honour of establishing it there, was a man of obscure 
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and humble origin. The rays of spiritual light do not always 
strike first on the tops of the highest mountains. Men in less 
elevated stations have often been employed as the almoners 
of divine bounty. At the second Anniversary of the Bristol 
Auxiliary Bible Society, among other intelligence communi- 
cated to the meeting, a letter from Keynsham was read, which 
contained the following sentence :—** We have been necessa- 
rily obliged to omit a great number of poor inhabitants, who 
could not read, <nd therefore are not likely to be benefited by 
the possession of a Bible.” This statement reached the 
heart of an individual preseat, by the name of William Smith. 
To be deprived of the inspired volume by an inability to pe- 
ruse if, appeared to him worse than for a man to be s Ava. of 
the plague, through ignorance of the way oi applying a reme- 
dy, which in itself was within his reach. His benevolent 
mind meditated upon their situation. He longed to relieve 
them, but scarcely dared to hope that the case admitted of re- 
lief. In this dilemma he consulted Stephen Prust, Esq, a re- 
spectable merchant in the city, whose name stands high in the 
long list of Bristol philanthropists. The object of his inqui- 
ry was to ascertain whether it were possible to instruct the 
ignorant part of the adult poor to ak It is of immense im- 
portance, that when the seed of benevolence begins to germi- 
nate, it should be cherished by the genial influence of a kindly 
atmosphere ; a nipping frost, at that critical juncture, would 
cause it to perish in its bud. In the advice, the patronage, 
and support of Mr. Prust, the scheme of Smith met the sun- 
shine which it wanted. He slept nota second night upon his 
plan, after he had received the promise of his generous friend 
to assist him in the undertaking, before he commenced his ex- 
ertions. As he was employed the next day in collecting sub- 
scriptions for the Bible Association, whenever he met with 
persons who could not read, he asked them if they would like 
to learn, provided a school should be opened. ~ et embra- 
ced the offer with expressions of pleasure, and their names 
were taken clown. ‘wo rooms were immediately obtained, 
and the work of instruction commenced. So little could the 
ardour of Smith endure delay, that in nineteen days after he 
had disclosed his mind to Mr. Prust, the school was opened 
with eleven men and ten women. The number rapidly in- 
creased, till afew weeks after, some active friends to the cause 
of religion and humanity, met the founder of the new institu- 
tion, and formed seca abi into a society, bearing the title of 
An Institution ror instrucTING ApuLT Persons TO READ 
THE Hory Scriptures. The Society continued to attract the 
attention, and engage the support of Chrisuans of all denomi- 
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nations ; and at length received a most valuable accession in 
the active co-operation of Thomas Pole, M. D. a physician in 
connexion with the Society of Friends. Within the period of 
two years, this Society admitted 1508 scholars, catleiien of 
276, which were taught by schools belonging to several dis- 
senting congregations. 

‘“‘ Before we pass on from the successful results of William 
Smith’s exer‘ions in Bristol, it should be stated, that although 
his commencement was subsequent to Mr. Charles’ labours in 
Wales, he had no knowledge at the time of his precursor’s no- 
ble career. The fountain ofall good, thus causing this stream 
of his mercy to break forth in two distinct places, and almost 
simultaneously. 

“It was not likely that this new light, kindled by Charles 
and Smith, would remain long unobserved. It was seen, and 
admired from afar. The generous and noble-spirited bene- 
factors in different parts of the kingdom, who are ever watch- 
ing for new methods of benefiting their species, hailed the 
beaming signal with delight, and like the eastern Magi, follow- 
ed its direction, and flocked to the brightness of its rising. 
Schools multiplied every where, till, at the present time, they 
are to be found in almost every considerable town in this 
country. 

“Only one more triumph of this mighty scheme remains to 
be recorded, but that is a splendid one ; no less than the in- 
vasion of Asia, and its establishment, amidst the temples and 
the gods of that part of the world, which may be denominated 
the METROPOLIS OF IDOLATRY. ‘THe FIRST SuNDAY ScHooL 
in Asia was established by the Wesleyan missionaries in Cey- 
lon, June 4, 1815. 

“* Messrs. Harwood and Clough, two of the Wesleyan mis- 
sionaries to the island of Ceylon, thus report the commence- 
ment of this good work in a quarter of the globe, to which the 
Christian patriot turns with a heart burning with the thirst of 
holy conquest, and an eye sparkling with most benevolent 
hope.” 

“We cannot conceal that the establishment of our Sunday 
School has given us favour in the eyes of many. It has cer- 
tainly considerably tended to help on the subscription to our 
place of worship. We only consulted one friend, who stated 
insurmountable difficulties, and assured us that the time was 
not yet come, and that the people were not ripe for such an in- 
stitution. However, we were determined by the help of God, 
to make the trial; and now that we have upwards of 250 chil- 
dren, and 20 gratuitous teachers most cheerfully engaged in 
instructing them every week, every one is charmed, and seve- 
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ral are surprised that so simple an idea did not occur to their 
minds before. We have the pleasure to inform you, that 
through the great kindness of the Hon. Robert Boyd, Mem- 
ber of Council, and Commissioner of revenue, we have the use 
of the theatre for our Sunday School; and a better place 
could not have been chosen, it being so very central and 
commodious. We have quite a train of native children now 
in our school.” 

“Thus a lodgement has been made by this institution in 
one of the outworks to the strong hold which Satan possesses 
in the eastern division of the earth. Other missionaries in 
India will soon follow the example thus nobly given, till suc- 
cessive triumphs of the cross over the powers of darkness shall 
open for this beneficent scheme an access to the territory of 
China; nor is the day perhaps so distant as despondency sug- 
gests, when it shall be announced in Britain, that Sunda 
Schools are formed in the city of Pekin. —Hasten it, O wm 
in thine own time. 

“ Thus widely and rapidly, to the present time, has this in- 
stitution multiplied its funds, its objects, and its conquests. It 
is scarcely possible, even to hazard a conjecture upon the 
number of the children and adults, which are eve ry Sabbath 
under the sound of instruction throughout the world. Per- 
haps, if we were to state them at considerably upwards of a 
MILLION, we should not at all exceed the aggregate. Whata 
reflection for the moralist and the Christian, the patriot and 
the philanthropist! What a wide and lovely scene for an en- 
lightened and generous imagination to range over! A million 
scholars, collected perhaps by fifty thousand teachers in 
mighty circles round the fountain of celestial truth, to cleanse 
from the eyes of their understanding the scales of ignorance 
and vice!!! 

“If we turn from the past to the future, our hopes leave 
even our success behind. Comparatively but few years shall 
pass before other writers shall look back from a distance in 
the progress of the Sunday School institution, inconceivable to 
us, and sum up all that I have recorded, as but the very com- 
mencement of its operations, the first fruits of its victories, and 
as not worthy to extend beyond the first page of its history.” 


[This article will be kept open. In a future Number a 
History of the origin and progress of Sabbath Schools in this 
country may be expected. | 






















48 The Second Annual Report of the 


THE SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


of the New-York Sunday School Union Society, presented on 
the 12th May, 1818. 


Neary fifteen months have elapsed since the Committee of 
the Sunday School Union Society made their first Annual 
Report. That Report exhibited the results of an experiment 
for enlightening the populous poor in this city and its envi- 
rons, which, though aie with confidence by those who under- 
stood and appreciated the system, was objected to by some 
as unnecessary, and by still more as impracticable. The 
Report, however, furnished such decisive answers to these 
objections, as we believe for ever to have settled the ques- 
tion. 

During the lapse referred to, your Committee have been 
diligently employed in the discharge of those duties imposed 
upon them by the Society. They have watched with no less 
anxiety than pleasure, the progress of those efforts to benefit 
their fellow-citizens, which have called forth the talent, and 
enlisted the benevolence of so many individuals. Under the 
blessing of Divine Providence, they have seen the system 
taking deep root in public opinion, and identifying itself with 
the best feelings of the human heart. They have seen this 
plant of the Lord’s right hand planting, eone its branches, 
extending its genial influence through different parts of the 
Union, and bearing heavenly fruit in all those who have re- 
posed beneath its protection. 

Your Committee have the pleasure of reporting an increase 
of six schools since our last annual meeting. The whole 
number is now 34 schools, conducted by 50 Superintendents 
and 359 Teachers. The number of scholars on the rolls is 
about 3500, of which 2200 attend with great regularity, and 
the remainder but irregularly, owing to a variety of causes. 
The measures which have recently been adopted for looking 
after the delinquents, will, your Committee trust, be success- 
ful in persuading them to a more constant attendance. 

Your Committee are happy to report, that the Visiting 
Committee, which could be but slightly noticed in their last 
Annual Report, have increased in strength and efficiency. 
The number of gentlemen engaged in this most interesting 
employment is 32. For mutual encouragement they meet 
every Saturday evening at each others’ houses,when they com- 
municate whatever is important, and give the combined result 
of their various observations on the preceding Sunday. At 
these meetings suggestions for improvements in the schools 
generally are originated, and from thence communicated to 
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your Committee, who never fail to adopt such of their plans 
as they deem essential to the welfare of the schools. For the 
last six months, their duty has been more arduous than ordi. 
nary, as they have attended to examine the scholars in their 
Scripture lessons, to the distribution of certificates for good 
behaviour, in hearing the number of chapters or verses 
committed to memory, and bestowing the rewards. This, 
though laborious, has been to the Visiting Committee a most 
pleasing duty. It has given them a view of the Sunday School 
system in its best form——its most glorious fruit. ‘They have 
seen that precious word of the living God, which at first was 
but committed to memory from obedience to the Teachers, at 
length fastened on the heart, and rivetted in the atlections of 
the pupil. Your Committce cannot therefore but call the 
satiionlen attention of the Society to the Visiting Committee, 
as deserving of their warmest thanks: nor can they dismiss 
this part of ‘the Re ‘port without remarking, that they consider 
it no small proof of the dee p interest w hic h the Sund: 1y School 
system is calculated to inspire, that so many gentlemen can 
be found, enjoy ing r ali the coi miorts and even luxur ics Pa ‘life *men 
engaged also in the activities and the fatigues business, 
during six days in the week, voluntarily devoting a great part 
of the seventh to the inve stigation of the mor L improvement 
in the Sunday Schools. Your Committee may challenge the 
whole records of benevolent exertions to prodi ice more ‘disin- 
terested and unostentatious devotion to the welfare of human 
beings, than has been produced by the system of Sunday 
Schools. Your Committee, in order to give more force to the 
general plan, by the advice and with the concurrence of the 
Superintendents and Teachers, resolved upon dividing the 
city into 12 districts. To each district has been assigned 
two or more schools, according to the population of the dis- 
trict. The object in doing this was two fold ;—to prevent 
the scholars from either going to an inconvenient distance, or 
changing their schools at their own pleasure; but above all, 
to make the plan of visitation from the ‘Teachers more etlicient 
by narrowing its boundaries, and enabling them to devote 
more time to the collection of new schelars. So far as this 
new regulation has been tried, and the duties of the gentle- 
men engay ged 1} in this more irksome, but ve ry linportant em- 
ployme nt, have been faithfully discharged, the good effects 
have been evident. 

Sensible that the moral effect of instruc - must be much 
as by inatteative and irrelizious parents, your Commit- 

e have been led to adopt a plan for + them at their 

own houses. This, however, has been retarded by the ngul- 
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tiplied duties both of your Committee and the Teachers—yet 
it has not been neglected. The parents have in numerous 
instances been visited by those Teachers who, never wearied 
in well-doing, have devoted the intervals of school hours, and 
their leisure in the week, to this benevolent object. From 
this much good has resulted. Parent: save in most instances 
received their visits with gratitude; have evinced a growing 
attention to, and a more earnest concern for, their children, 
and as the natural effect, exhibit an improvement in their owa 
moral conduct. 

Your Committee are also gratified to report, that the disci- 
pline, so necessary and yet so difficult to establish in Sunday 
Schools, has much i improved during the past year. Tie ut- 
most order and attention to the wishes of the Superintendents 
and Teachers, every where appears. This regularity in dis- 
cipline has been produced os kindness alone. Persuasion 
forms the only weapon of the Sunday School Teacher, and it 
has been found all-eflectual. Even the most obstinate have 
by this cause been subdued; nor have instances been wanting 
of some who appeared so hardened as to make their dismis- 
sion from the School absolutely necessary, afterwards return- 
ing, and emulating the most orderly in their future conduct. 

It has been the desire of your Committee as much as possi- 
ble to interest the Clergy of our city in promoting Sunda 
School instruction. They have looked to them as the legitl- 
mate guardians of the morals and religion of our unprotected 
— Not only has their co-operation been sought, but they 

ave been invited to spend at least one hour at the Schools, 
once a month, in examining the pupils respecting their pro- 
gress in religious knowledge, and in giving them suitable ad- 
vice on those subjects connected with their present and eter- 

nal welfare. The important avocations, however, of many of 
the Clergy, have been such as to prevent a compliance with 
the request of your Committee—and the Schools consequent- 
ly within their sphere have been left entirely to lay-instruc- 
tion. On the other hand, several of the most respectable pas- 
tors, of various denominations, have not only from their re- 
spective pulpits zealously recommended the Sunday Schools as 
fountains of pure morals, and of genuine religion, but have 
devoted much time in visiting the Schools themselves ; ; and in 
imparting that spiritual instruction, which it is the great ob- 
ject of your system to extend. Considering the weight which 
pious Ministers must always have over the minds of youth, 
and the numerous instances on record of the good which has 
flowed from their labour and example, your Committee can- 
not but regret that the Sunday Schools have not had more of 
their personal attention. 
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One great feature in the Sunday School system, and for 
which it has throughout been distinguished, is the attention 
which has been paid to piste instauction. Like the great 
BIBLE sociETY, Which it preceded, it has been its glory to 
bury sect, in its solicitude to make known the unadulterated 
word of truth. To this duty the attention of your Committee 
has been particularly called; and with feelings of affectionate 
gratitude, they express their thanks for the unijorm and zeal- 
ous manner in which their plans have been carried into effect 
by the Superintendents and Teachers. 

It has been made a duty of those Scholars, who could read 
the Bible, to commit certain portions of the Scriptures to me- 
mory during the week, and repeat them either to the Teach- 
ers or Visitors on Sunday. ‘They have been rewarded by a 
ticket valued at one cent for each chapter committed.—To 
these have been added punctual attendance, and good beha- 
viour tickets, 30 of which entitled the holder to a Testament, 
and 75 toa Bible. The ambition which has been excited, and 
the signal success of this part of the system, your Committee 
deem it to be their duty, as it is their delight, to dwell upon 
for a few moments. 

The instances are too numerous to be all noticed—but a 
few shall be selected. One boy committed no less than 26 
chapters in the course of four weeks.—This may be consider- 
ed as extraordinary. ‘There are few Schools, however, who 
do not report from 3 to7 chapters. One School reports that 
54 chapters had been committed by 14 Scholars—16 of which 
were repeated by one Scholar alone, a boy but 8 years old. 
Since the last distribution of 7 tickets in one School, where but 
150 Scholars regularly attend, 550 chapters, containing near- 
ly 17,000 verses, have been committed within a period of 
about six months! In ariother School, the highest class had 
committed 80 chapters in 3 months. A Schoo! consisting of 80 
Scholars, committed in the last two months 57 chapters, mak- 
ing about 2000 verses ; another of 60 scholars had repeated 
112 chapters in 3 months.—In a School which does not par- 
ticularly enumerate, they report that the largest number of 
chapters committed by one boy since the distribution of tick- 
ets was 45. The last which we shall name is a School which 
has always been exemplary for its improvement: the Super- 
intendent reports, that one boy, who to hadwork at a trade, 
had, notwithstanding, committed 300 verses in one week ; and 
in 3 months, had committed 1000 verses. During the last quar- 
ter, 6088 verses had been committed by the different boys. 

_ Your Committee being convinced that the plan of commit- 
ting scripture to memory, though excellent in itself, would lose 
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much of its effect if some mode was not adopted for giving it 
a more permanent impression, recommended at a very earl 
period the necessity of frequent examinations. They also” 
advised that scholars seal bring scripture proofs for the 
most leading doctrines of our holy religion. This plan, while 
it exercised their ingenuity and un lerstanding, oe alculated, 
in the opinion of your Committee, to produce much higher 
effects. They have not been disappointed. Short sentences, 
comprising the simplest elements of the religion of the Re- 
deemer, and heads of doctrines in which all Christians could 
agree, have been given to the scholars, and proofs required 
by the succeeding Sunday. Your Committee regret that the 
time will not allow their entering into detail on this part of 
their duty. Suffice it to report—that the scholars have not 
only shown in their proofs an uncommon -acquaintance with 
the scripture, and a great aptitude in applying the proper 
texts, but many of them have been led to more serious 
thoughts respecting their responsibility to that God who 
searcheth the heart; and have offered up their youthful peti- 
tions to Him who is found of all those who seek him early. 

A short time previous to your last annual meeting, it was 
recommended to the Superintendents and Teachers to hold a 
monthly meeting of conference and advice on the subjects of 
their duty in general. Atthis meeting your Secretary, Mr. 
Lord, (who is now in Europe) presided with that sound wis- 
dom, discretion, and Christian deportment, which renders him 
an ornament not only to your Society, but to every thing con- 
nected with Christian benevolence. This association has 
continued with increasing interest to the present time. At 
this meeting some of your Committee have occasionally at- 
tended, and they can bear ample testimony to its beneficial 
effects. The different Teachers here become acquainted 
with each other; plans of improvement are proposed and 
discussed ; difficulties which at first appeared insuperable 
are removed, and the hands of all are strengthened in the 
great work in which they have voluntarily engaged. Your 
Committee therefore hope, that the Superintendents and 
Teachers will be encouraged to proceed in their uniting to- 
gether for mutual support, “and they ardently pray that the 
blessing of God may rest on all their deliberations. 

Your Committee also find that meetings for prayer have 
been instituted by the Superintendents and Teachers, to which 
both scholars and parents are invited, and at which many of 
them attend. Much good has been the result. The effects of 
religious instruction upon the scholar, which your Committee 
at the commencement ventured to say would rise to the pa- 
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rent, is now beginning powerfully to operate. Many of the 
children having become deeply thoughtf..! about their immor- 
tal souls, have conveyed the sentiment and the feeling to the 
parent. Some of them have evidenced the conviction by re- 
pentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ — 
Others, by a more moral course of conduct; greater solicitude 
about their children, and an attendance on divine ordinances. 
Thus has God watered the seed sown by feeble instruments, 
which is producing fruit to his own glory. 

Your Committee are happy to report, that the effect on the 
Teachers in general is not less striking than has been this 
system on parents and children. Moratly, and intellectually, 
they are many of them new beings. It is in the very nature 
of benevolent exertion to refine and elevate the feelings. 
The constant exercise also of the mind on such subjects calls 
forth its latent powers, while it gives them both expansion and 
employment. But above all, the weekly recurring duty of 
religious instruction is calculated to produce serious reflections 
in the most careless—how much more in minds already pre- 
pared for the best impressions! Your Committee feel it, 
therefore, an exhilarating part of their duty to refer to the 
quarterly reports, in which the blessed effect of your system is 
so often noticed; and are well assured that they will be 
joined by every member of the Society in offering up grateful 
praise to that God, who has made his grace effectual to the 
enlightening of so many individuals, and bestowing on them 
the gifts of his own spirit. One Church can number more 
than 20 Teachers, who have been added to its communion; 
and many others have received into their bosom living mem- 
bers from the same source. What encouragement. then, does 
this give for you to proceed in this your elevated course! You 
have blessed, and shall be blessed. 

The Superintendents and Teachers continue with the same 
zeal and steadiness to fulfil their respective duties. To them 
the support and increase of the A Schools is chiefly in- 
debted ; and it is a remark which your Committee wish ever 
to keep before the Society, that where the schools decline, it 
is generally to be traced to the neglect of the Teachers, 
rather than to the indiilerence of parents, or the reluctance of 
scholars ; and where they are found in the most successful 
operation, there every man is regularly found at his post, dis- 
charging his solemn obligations, and promoting to the utmost 
in his power the dearest interests of those children which Pro- 
vidence has placed under his care. 

Your Committee report, that since the last Annual Meeting 
they have ordered the following books, lessons, and tracts, to 
be printed -— 
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Alphabets and Small Lessons . 10,000 
Large Lessons in sheets - + = 11,000 
Spelling Book, Part |]. - . 7,500 

Do. do ll - - - - 5,000 

Class Papers - - - - - - - 6,000 

Tickets for Punctual Attendance, Good Behaviour, 
and committing the Scriptures - - - - 30,000 

Numerical Register - - - - - - 100 

Sunday School Rewards, No. 2 - : - 5,000 

Rafile’s Sunday School Teacher’s Monitor - 2,000 

The Second and Third Address of the Santay School 
Committee to Parents - ° ° - 10,000 

Plan for selecting Scripture, to be committed to me- 
mory by the Scholars - : - - - - 200 

The sale of books since your last Annual Report, for the 
use of Sunday Schools in this and other States, has been con- 
siderable, as will appear from the Treasurer’s account. 

Your Committee have purchased 1000 Testaments. They 
also gratefully acknowledge liberal donations of Bibles and 
Prayer Books, from the Au <iliary Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society of New-York; of Bibles from the New-York 
Bible Society; of Bibles and Testaments from the New- 
York Auxiliary Bible Society ; and of a considerable quanti- 
ty of the broken sheets of the Bible, from the American Bible 
Society. These last having been bound up and used in seve- 
ral parts, have prevented a great expenditure to the Society, 
and have enabled your Committee also to send a number of 
them to schools in the country. 

Your Committee have again to return their thanks to those 
gentlemen who have furnished them with school-rooms without 
any remuneration. Some congregations also have shown a 
noble example in the erection of buildings, in which accom- 
modations for the Sunday Schools attached to their respective 
Churches have been particularly provided for. This exam- 
ple your Commitiee hope will excite many others to the same 

ood work. ‘The expense to any one Church is comparatively 
small ; but the saving to the Society is great, and the benefit and 
comfort of the scholars lasting. It also reflects equal honour, 
and confers a lasting benefiton the Church itself. The children, 
educated as it were within its walls, nurtured by the aflections 
of its members, instructed frequently by its minister,and trained 
up in its doctrines and. its precepts, are gradually imbibing 
those principles which will ultimately lead them to receive 
the truth as it is in Christ; and thus in the course of time to 
fill the places of their benefactors. What a reward this offers 
for their pious exertions! The children of the dust, the ne- 
glected, the vicious, and the poor, redeemed by their imstru- 
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mentality—raised to a seat among God’s people, are destined 
to profess the truth, and to Support its cause, when the authors, 
under providence, of their happiness, shall be sleeping with 
their fathers ! 

The expenses * incurred by the Society will be found in the 
statement of the Treasurer, where also the present state of the 
funds will be seen. The resources, your Committee are sorry 
to observe, are at present but small ; but the y rely on that gene- 
rosity of character which has so long distinguished this city, 
to provide them with the means of carrying on that system 
which returns in its moral eflect, whatever may be contributed 
to its support. Your Committee are further concerned to 
state, that the annual subscriptions have fallen far short of 
what they first promised. With the expense of collecting, and 
the number of those who have neglected to pay the smal! pit- 
tance required from them, but very little has gone into your 
treasury : norcan your Committee conceal that this cannot be 
considered as a very adequate source for supplying the 
wants of the schools in future. 

Your Committee are enabled to report on the establishment 
and progress of Sunday Schools in different parts of our Coun- 
try. This part of the Report, however, must generally be 
imperfect. The extent of territory, the various new se “ttle 
ments, with the difficulty of either conveying or of receiving 
information, must ope rate against ac omple te history ; but with 
all these obstacles, the communications are numerous and in- 
teresting. 

In July last a school was established at Petersburg, in Vir- 
ginia, under the care of the Presbyterian Church, which re- 
ports on its list 184 scholars, most of whom have given proofs 
of improvement both in morals and learning. A “ Sunday 
School Union Society” was formed in Cincinnati in September 
last. One great object was to provide for the education of 
those numerous families, who, in emigrating from the north- 
ern states, have expended their little substance, and are often 
found in the largest towns in a destitute condition. The So- 
ciety already report the opening of six schools for white chil- 
dren in Cincinnati and its vicinity, containing nearly 500 scho- 
lars. The Ladies also, with praiseworthy emulation, og 
opened an African school, into which they have admitted 12 
from the age of seven to sixty five years. 

The * Boston Society for the Instruction of the Poor,” re- 
port in October last havi ing admitted 500 into two schools, not 
one fourth of whom could read words of one syllable, and the 


* 





* By the Treasurer’s account it appears that the expenses during the last 
year amounted to ¢ 1575.83 ; and that the receipts were ¢ 2086.82; leav- 
ing a balance in bis hands on the 9th of May of § 510.99. 
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reatest part did not even know their letters. In Hartford, 
iehaetiet, the subject is but just awakening the public at- 
tention ; but in New London and Fairfield, schools have been 
opened under very auspicious circumstances, and with consi- 
derable success. In January last a school was opened at 
Brownsville, in Pennsylvania, with 109 children, which on 
the following Sabbath increased to 150. In the same month 
a school was opened by the Baptist Society in Pittsburgh, 
which admitted in a short period 70 scholars. ‘ The Associ- 
ation for promoting Sabbath Schools in Pittsburgh,” also re- 
port their having opened eight schools, containing about 400 
pupils. 

In Fredericksburgh, (Va.) the Episcopal Society report 
150 Sunday scholars, and in rapid improvement, under their 
care. The number under the superintendance of other de- 
nominations in that city, is about 250. A school which com- 
menced in Fayetteville, N. C. in October, 1816, with but 3 pu- 
pils, is now increased to 80, and is represented as in a flourish- 
ing state. The first quarterly Report of the Savannah Sunday 
School, numbers 126; and if yourCommittee may judge from 
the zeal which, in common with other associations, distin- 
guishes this Society, much good will result from its establish- 
ment. 

At Canonsburgh, in Pennsylvania, the students of Jeffer- 
son College established a school in October last, which has 
continued to prosper ever since. The example of these pious 
young men deserves particular notice, and your Committee 

ope that it will soon be followed by similar institutions. 

In the state of New-York, the system of Sunday School in- 
struction has struck its roots deep in the opinions and feelings 
of our citizens. Wherever its principles have been me 
known, they have commended themselves to every man’s 
judgment and conscience. They have at once perceived in 
its provisions all that was necessary to raise the depressed, to 
give light to such as sit in darkness, and to restore to their 
moral elevation in society such as, without the system which 
we now commemorate, would have been its pests. From va- 
rious quarters your Committee have received the most encour- 
aging reports ; but they can only present very brief notices 
of the most material. 


The Presbytery of —— in their Circular to the Churches 


under its care, dated Buffalo, 2d April, 1818, have, by a spe- 
cial resolution of their body, recommended the establishment 
of Sabbath Schools. “On this subject,” says the circular, 
“* We would say but little. Experience has fully tested them. 
They are found to be the nurseries of the Church, and of good 
society ; to serve the double purpose of enlarging and invige- 
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rating the tender mind, and of storing it with the knowledge of 
God and of Divine things. They are owned and blessed of 
God wherever they are established.” 

In the village of Buffalo four schools have been opened : 
one at Cayuga Creek, where one of the Buffalo scholars 
has become the teacher ; one at Lewistown, and another about 
five miles east; which are attended by the Elders of some of 
the Churches, who open the schools and instruct the children 
in religious knowledge. In Fort Magara, Lieut. Becker, who 
has recently been brought to a knowledge of the truth, has be- 
gun a school, which is now in successful operation. In New 
Hamburg, a school of 58 scholars; in Thompson, two Schools 
containing sixty ; in Rome, two schools of 50 each ; in Smith- 
town, two schools ; at Stoneridge, one for people of colour ; 
and in Middletown, one school of great promise—have been 
formed, and are now -hedding the rays of moral goodness on 
the surrounding population. 

The “ Troy Association for Sabbath Schools” are still pro- 
ceeding with distinguished zeal, intelligence, and success. 
They report one school in addition to their former number, in 
the city, besides one each at Auburn, Schaghticoke, Peltstown, 


Glensfalls, Whitehall, and Cattskill. They have also suppli- 


ed with Lessons, schools in St. Alban’s, Pittsford, and Pawlett, 
in the state of Vermont. This association further state, that 
the system is extending to many of the towns and villages ad- 
jacent to Troy, and that there is little doubt of its soon per- 
vading every part of that a neighbourhood. The 


Trustees of Tarrytown Sunday Schools, report their having 
admitted 236 scholars, and give at the same time the most 
pleasing accounts of the improvement of their pupils both in 
literary and religious knowledge. ‘The school in Utica, after 
having met with many discouragements, has increased both 
in number and regularity. In Fcughbeopele, a Society has 
been formed, but your Committee are at present unable to 
report upon their progress. The school which commenced at 
Rockaway, N. J. in June, 1816, still flourishes, and one has 
recently been formed under every hope of success at Shrews- 
bury. 

The “ Female Sunday School Union” of the ee | of New- 
York, still proceeds in its laudable course. Your Committee 
have marked its progress and its improvements, and rejoice 
in its success; and they call the attention of the public to 
an object of no ordinary interest, when they present to them 
this Society, exhibiting numerous individuals who are devot- 
ing the flower of their youth to the instruction of the destitute 
of their own sex. When it is considered that it is the 

VOL. Il. H 








ae = 


} 
' 
4 


i | 


pitt 


_ sti pe - 
ote ae oe 2 
ela caiapctea a: 1 pilin Saparnditamaatagtianncetr— aatemtegtagipn airtani 


mo 


= wy rai a Seat i= on 


SAE 





= » ~ 
yi a 


bein Carini ee 
= 


spree ge 


* frre Samer one. = 
ok ere - 
eas ‘ 





58 The Second Annual Report of the 


FUTURE moTHERS who are to form the habits of the successive 
generations ; who are to be the corrupted or the purified foun- 
tains of-moral life through an extensive part of our communi- 
ty, your Committee hail this ye as one of the principal 
means by which vice is to be checked in its earliest stages, 
and virtue made to blossom in its most lovely fruits. 

In the city of New-York also, five schools have been form- 
ed under the care of the Episcopal Church, besides those 
which are attached to the “ Union Society.””» These schools 
contain abuut 800 scholars of both sexes. Your Committec 
mention these schools with great pleasure ; for though they 
believe that “ union is strength,’ and that more good is done 
by combined than by divided efforts, yet they rejoice in seeing 
the great work of be ie the poor proceeding in every so- 
ciety of Christians. If the object be but accomplished, they 
are not solicitous by whom it is done; for they who are not 
against us, are on our side. 

Though no other Reports have reached your Committee, 
yet they are well informed that numerous schools besides 
those mentioned have been established in various parts of the 
country. In obscure and remote villages, personal observa- 
tion has made some of your Committee acquainted with seve- 
ral schools under the superintendence of pious individuals, 
who are silently performing their duty in training up youth 
for immortality. The fruits of these labours will soon appear 
in the moral and intellectual improvement of myriads, who 
will gratefully bless that benevolence which has thus snatched 
them from vice and ignorance, and brought them into the 
paths of virtue and truth. 

I: would extend this Report too much, did your Committee 
notice at length the progress of Sunday School instruction in 
other countries. They will therefore but briefly state, that 
in Great Britain, whence it originated, it still remains in full 
vigour, and has already obtained a footing in France : that its 
branches are extending to the remotest parts of the earth. 
The Continent of Asia, the island of Ceylon, the interior of 
South Africa, and the coasts of the West; in at least five towns 
adjacent to Sydney, in New South Wales ; and in the new set- 
tlements of Van Dieman’s Land, are schools established and 
flourishing. How cheering the idea, that wherever our 
language is heard, it is the harbinger of truth; and that 
wherever the feet of our common ancestors, or of our coun- 
trymen tread, they carry with them the means of enlightening 
the ignorant, of raising the depressed, and of civilizing the 
most barbarous. 

Your Committee, in bringing their Report for the last year 
to a close, cannot but indulge in one or two remarks. 
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The Reports which have been received are uniform in their 
restimony as to the benefits resulting from the plan which has 
been adopted of committing Scripture to memory. Indeed 
your Committee consider it to be impossible, if this is perse- 
vered in, but that incalculable good to the individuals instruct- 
ed, and to all who are connected with them, must be the con- 
sequence. God will own his word. Fixed in the memory, it 
will find its way tothe heart. The fruit will appear in holy 
obedience to his commands; in reverence for his day; in ab- 
horrence of evil, in whatever shape it may appear; and in 
that order of deportment and piety of feeling and of conduct, 
which are the distinguishing characteristics of unadulterated 
Christianity. 

The system which your Society is now called to commemo- 
rate and applaud, approves and exults in one principle—the 
principle of the Bible—that “* God has made of one blood all 
the nations of the earth, and that he is no respecter of per- 
sons.”?> Hence your Society, in the distribution of its bene- 
volent intentions, knows no distinction of colour, no invidious 
separation. It looks only to the individual, as a moral and 
an accountable being, and in offering its humble endeavours 


to shed the rays of light on the regions of moral darkness, it 
recognizes the doctrine of the Apostle Paul, “* That there is 
neither Jew nor Greek, Scythian nor Barbarian, bond nor free 


but that Christ is all and in all,” 
JAMES EASTBURN, 
Chairman of the Standing Committee. 


New-York, 12th May, 1818. 


The Committee have received a letter from Andover, in 
Massachusetts, but too late to be inserted in its proper place, 
yet it is of too interesting a nature to be deceit over. The 
writer states that it would take a sheet to give simply the 
names of the towns and villages in the interior of New-Eng- 
land, where Sunday Schools are established. He thinks there 
are between 2 and 300. The pupils being in general blessed 
with the first rudiments of learning, the principal object bas 
— religious instruction, which has been attended with much 
good. 


In order that the progress of those preceee on which the 
prosperity of Sunday Schools is founded might be more full 
known, the Committee have patronized, to ie utmost of ther 
Stee # a periodical work, entitled “ The Sunpay Scnoou 

epository ;” and though the funds of the Society have not 
been pledged for its support, yet they deem it an imperious 
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duty to recommend this work, not only to the patronage of 
the Society, but to the public in general. It is only by such 
means that the system and its success can be known in this 
country; and they are sanguine in the hope, that so much en- 
couragement will be given as to defray at least the expense 
of ee rai 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE NEW-YO@RK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION © 
SOCIETY. 


THE Second Anniversary Meeting was held at Washington-Hall.— 
About two thousand children assembled with their Superintendents and 
Teachers. The exercises commenced with prayer by the Rev. James 
M. Mathews, after which the Hymns selected for the occasion were sung. 
The children were addressed by the Rev. Archibald Maclay in an 
appropriate and affecting manner. The children sung another hymn, 
and were dismissed ; and on leaving the room, each scholar was presented 
with a Tract. 

The President, Richard Varick, Esq. then took the chair, and the busi- 
ness of the evening commenced by reading the minutes of the last Annual 
Meeting. The Constitution of the Society was then read by the President, 
and the Annual Report by Mr. James Eastburn, Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee. 

On motion by Rev. James Milnor, seconded by John Bristed, Esq.-- 

Resolved, That the Report be accepted. 

On motion by the Rev. Paschal N. Strong— 

Resolved, That the Report be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Thomas Eddy, of the Society of Friends— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to the President and 
Officers for their services the past year. 

On motion, resolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the 
gentlemen who have favoured this meeting with their Addresses. 

On motion, resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to the 
Superintendents and Teachers for their important services in promoting 
the objects of this Institution. 

The first and second resolutions were supported by eloquent and in- 
teresting addresses, calculated to make a deep and lasting impression on 
the friends of Sunday Schools. 

The meeting was closed with prayer by the Rev. Nathan Bangs. 


The Rev. Mr. Milnor, in moving that the Report be accepted, 
addressed the chair: 

In rising, Mr. President, to submit to you a motion for the acceptance 
of the interesting Report just read, I cannot refrain from accompanying 
the performance of this duty with a few remarks. It is not requisite for 
the promotion of the object of this assemblage, that they should be either 
many in number or argumentative in character. Happily the time is past 
when it was requisite to employ detailed processes of reasoning to prove the 
value and importance of Sunday School tuition. These now stand attest- 
ed by better proofs than the most laboured discussions could furnish. Here 
are more than two thousand living witnesses ; a few days ago there were 
more than three thousand of the other sex, collected in our city, on a like 
eccasion, al! willing to prefer their testimony in favour of the value and 
importance of Sunday Schools. Sir, this is an occasion rather for felicita- 
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hon than for argument. As a friend of civil order, | congratulate you on 
the assurance which these institutions are calculated to give to the pre- 
servation of the peace and order of society ; as a philanthropist, | congra- 
tulate you on that increase which they promise by the diffusion of know - 
ledge, and the inculcation of virtue to the sum of human bappiness. As a 
moralist, | congratulate you on their past effects and their benefits in pros- 
pect, to the private and social habits of the poorer classes. Above all, asa 
Christian, I congratulate you on the accessions they have already furnish- 
ed to the family of the Redeemer, and the hopes they have inspired of their 
becoming eminently instrumental in the enlargement of his kingdom. 

Mr. President, we meet this day under auspices the most cheering and 
delightful. It is to celebrate the triumph of virtuous experiment; to offer 
to God our thanksgiving for owning and blessing our work, to animate 
each other to its more laborious and extensive prosecution, to cement 
those bonds of Christian brotherhood which have associated individuals of 
every name in its pursuit. We all remember the difficulties which en- 
countered the friends of Sunday Schools in their first attempts to arrest 
public attention on this interesting subject. How many persons estma- 
ble for personal worth and distinguished for their stations in society, either 
hesitated as to their necessity, or doubted their success! We desire only 
to remember the objections to exhibit the practical refutation which 1s 
furnished by the brief but interesting history of the two Union Sunday 
School Societies of this metropolis. It was said to be impracticable to 
concentrate public opinion in their favour, so as to operate connectively 
and efficiently. It was thought so much had already been done for the 
poor, and the facilities of education especially had been so much extended 
by the public provisions of the Legislature, and the private munificence of 
the citizens, that it would not be thought necessary to superadd measures 
involving such an increase of pecuniary expenditure and personal labour. 
But what have been the discoveries of experience on these points? Why 
that, without any undue disparagement of former means, they have been 
seen to be incompetent to the great purposes of general instruction, and 
that in regard to the important object of imparting religious knowledge to 
the minds of the poor, and impressing their hearts with the truths of the 
Gospel, no former plans have achieved so much as Sunday Schools. Expe- 
riment has united the minds of the public in almost an undivided concurrence 
of sentiment on this subject, and it is hoped we are about to see its proofs in 
large accessions of numbers and wealth to these inestimable institutions. 

it was said, the order of public worship on the Christian Sabbath would 
be injuriously affected, by introducing disorderly children into our churches, 
whose conduct would be likely to mar the solemnity of worshipping as- 
semblies. But it was forgotten, that Sunday Schools were to instil a reve. 
rence fur God and his worship, that their pupils were to be taught to par- 
tictpate and delight in the devotions of the sanctuary, and that their pious 
instructors were to be mingled with them, and teach them by precept and 
example to regulate their conduct by the strictest principles of decency 
and order. Sir, I bear my testimony to the practicability of accomplishing 
our utmost wishes in this respect from the attainments of those clildren 
who statedly attend the worship of my own church, and at the same time, 
I claim no merit for them that does not belong to all our other Schools. 

It was said too, in the origin of Sunday School experiment, that 
there would be insuperable obstacles in obtaining the concurrence of the 
poor themselves. Whatever benefit might be promised them, proflyracy 
im some parents, pride in others, and indifference in still more, would pre- 
vent their committing their offspring to our care. The second of these 
difficulties was thought to differ our situation from European countries, 
and it was predicted, that the equality of privileges here cnjoyed, would 
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cause the poorer classes instinctively to shrink from a measure sv caleu- 
lated to mark the humbling disparity of their condition. So unworthy a 
spirit, however, has not been found prevalent. To an unlooked for extent 
the poor have been made sensible of the liberal character and benefi- 
cial tendency of Sunday Schools. The amiable condescending deportment 
of their conductors has convinced them that their design is to elevate, and 
not depress, to render respectable, and not degrade their offspring. ‘They 
have seen that whether it regard the interests of time or of eternity, no 
where else can they enjoy the like means for their promotion. In the only 
way in which it is desired, the poor, Sir, are the patrons of Sunday Schools, 
and it is a subject of congratulation that they have so far redeemed their 
characters from the imputation of sacrificing the interests of their chil- 
dren to a blameable pride of feeling. 

It was said too, that these institutions would have to encounter the op- 
position of the very objects of their beneficent regard. Children accus- 
tomed to unlimited license on the Lord’s day; but little at any time under 
the control of parental authority, and on this day having, from long con- 
tinued usage, a prescriptive right to indulgence, would not be brought to 
submit to the confinement of Sunday Schools, nor be easily trained into a 
willing attendance on the duties of public worship; the fact has proved 
otherwise. To each of these restraints, occupying together almost the 
whole time hitherto devoted to play, children submit in most instances 
without murmuring, in many with delight. Let the quiet of our streets, 
during the time of public worship, nay, throughout the Sunday, attest to 
what an astonishing extent our wishes have in this respect been answered. 
Let the cheerful countenances of these precious objects of our care be re- 
ceived as indexes of what their tongues are ready to avow, that their hap- 
piest hours are those spent with their beloved teachers in the schools, and 
with the assemblies of God’s people united ia his worship, on his hallowed 
day. 

The want of Teachers also was a formidable objection in the commence- 
ment of this undertaking. In these days of fashionable frivolity, could a 
sufficient number of serious young persons ve found to carry it into suc- 
cessful execution? would even the serious be willing to submit to its re- 
quired sacrifices? These questions are answered by the Report just read. 
Yes, a competent number of qualified instructors have come forward with 
alacrity to engage in a work confessedly exacting many sacrifices, and 
calling for much patient persevering labour. Where in some instances 
there seemed to be wanting at the outset, those impressions of religion 
which are indispensable in the constitution of a complete Sunday School 
instructor, they have been subsequently received. In common with many 
of my brethren in the ministry, I thank God that his grace has been mani- 
fested in the conversion of many of our teachers to a hopeful profession of 
the name of his Son. This cheering circumstance stamps a new value on 
Sunday Schools, and should especially animate the ministers and people of 
God to afford them their vigorous and united support. 

Mr. President, was I not right in saying, that we were this day met to 
celebrate the triumph of virtuous experiment? How manifestly has the 
kind Providence of Almehty God been displayed in the removal of ob- 
structions, and in enabling us to rear this splendid establishment oa a foun- 
dation which cannot be shaken. It is not too much to predict that hence- 
forth Sunday Schools will be considered by our civil rulers as a necessary 
link in the chain of our social institutions, and by the followers of Christ 
as one of the most powerful instruments fur the advancement of his king- 
dem. hilst their adaptation to the promotion of the happiness of the com- 
munity is an object of general concern, their instrumentality in subserving 
the interests of piety, ought to excite a more general anxiety for their pro- 
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motion in the ministers of God. I lament, Sir, my own deficiency of zeal, 
and that occasion has been given to include so many others in the censure 
of withholding a cordial personal co-operation in a work so preguant with 
benefit to the cause of Christ, so signally blessed of God. Sir, | would 
animate my brethren and myself to a lively and active engagement in its 
conduct, from the consideration, that it enables us to fulfil a duty which 
many of us most culpably omit, of preaching the gospel to the poor, This 
is the command of our Master. If the epithet apply to the poor in this 
world’s goods, and I believe it does, may I not take occasion to remark 
how inadequately we fulfil it? With the exception of one or two denomina- 
tions, who merit the eulogy of Christian philanthropy for their provision 
for the accommodation of the poor in their houses of public worship, how 
completely are the arrangements of our churches calculated, (1 do not say 
designed,) to exclude the poor! Whilst purchased accommodations, re- 
tained at a considerable annual expense, shut them out from permanent 
attendance, the meanness of their habiliments, and the fear of unwelcome 
intrusion, check the desire of occasional visits to the places where prayer 
is wont to be made. I do not allege that the arrangements referred to do 
not necessarily grow out of the existing state of society—that they are not 
unavoidable. But I do say, that at a time when more than at any former 
period, the moral and religious culture of the poorer classes has become 
an object of attention, this particular inconvenience should find a remedy. 
I hope to see it in the erection of free houses of worship for their use, of 
which we have already witnessed an encouraging beginning; but in the 
mean time it is a topic of beartfelt rejoicing, that through the intervention 
of Sunday Schools we are now permitted to preach the gospel to the infant 
poor. God grant that it may excite dispositions in the parents, and we 
know to some extent it already has, to become hearers of the word, so 
that public munificence may be encouraged by the assurance that efforts 
to give the whole body of the poor in our large cities a preached gospel, 
will be duly appreciated and improved. 

Mr. President, in the aspect of Christian fellowship and union, present- 
ed by our conjoint work and labour of love, is conveyed to my mind one 
of its chief recommendations. From my soul I rejoice, that without a 
sacrifice of the distinctive peculiarities of the Societies to which we are 
each conscientiously attached, in the circulation of the Scriptures, and in 
the education of the poor, we may harmoniously unite. These are objects 
equally dear to all, and their prosecution, as experience has proved, may be 
nnitedly conducted without the smallest violation of our individual predilec- 
tions and opinions. This, however, it is to be regretted, is not equally appa- 
rent to all, and it bas given rise to some separate associations. Their object is 
nevertheless the same. God grant them the same measure of success. 
For my own part, having found the Sunday Schools of that congregation 
of which God has made me the unworthy minister in cordial union with 
this Society, having witnessed the generous principles on which your pro- 
ceedings are conducted, and discovering nothing in your plans or opera- 
tions but what has aided my humble exertions in the cause of our common 
Christianity, I felt no desire to dissolve a connexion so consonant with 
those feelings which as a Christian and a minister my beart delights to 
cherish. If epithets be applied to such a course, which would insinuate 
or assert the influence of meaner motives, there is nothing very pew por 
very affecting in their exhibition. From the bottom of my heart I im- 
plore the blessing of God on every attempt at usefulness, however narrow 
ike scheme on which it is constructed, but claim, and shall exercise for 
myself, the privilege of conforming my conduct to the inward intimations 
of duty, and those signs of the times which point to Christian union as the 
grand mean of divine Providence in bringing in the glory of the latter day. 
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Mr. President, we have a pledge for its continuance and increase in the 
interesting exhibition of religious concord now before us ‘To God alone 
be ascribed the glory of its origin, and of its continuance; to him let us 
look for its enlargement and perpetuity. Thankful to him for past favours, 
let our united supplications ascend to the throne of his grace for their fu- 
ture dispensation. Let no effort of ours be relaxed, but let a spirit of 
filial dependence induce a reliance upon God for the fulfilment of our pros- 
pective arrangements, and may they all have a reference to the promotion 
of his glory, and the hastening of that anxiously expected era, when all 


the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of God and of his 
Christ. 


J. Bristed, Esq. on seconding the motion of the Rev. James 
Milnor, that the report be accepted, addressed the chair : 


Mr. President, 
I beg leave to second the motion of the Rev. and learned gentleman 


who has just sat down. And may I also, Sir, request your permission to 
offer a very few general observations on the nature and tendency of that 
Institution, the anniversary of which we are this evening met to com- 
memorate. 

In these United States, probably we enjoy a greater perfection of po- 
litical and social blessings, than has ever yet been accorded to any other 
nation under the canopy of Heaven. All our people, (with the sad excep- 
tion of the slaves in the southern and western states,) are free ; their per- 
sons and their properties are alike protected by an equal administration of 
justice ; their government is altogether elective, popular, and representa- 
tive; they know no invidious distinctions between their various religious 
denominations, they have no alliance between the civil power and the 
Church of Christ ; but each individual is left to worship his Father and 
his God according to the dictates of his own conscience and will. In ad- 
dition to this, throughout our eastern states, generally, for a series of years, 
and recently in our own state of New-York, provision has been made for 
the elementary instruction of all their population. The agricultural and 
commercial enterprise of this country has poured the full tide of wealth 
over all the land, reaching even to the remotest corners of our extended 


upion. 
What, then, is wanting to render this nation blest above all the regions 


of the earth? 
The only conclusive answer is,—a greater diffusion of religious and 


moral culture. ' 

Mr. President, it is a melancholy, it is an alarming fact, that upwards 
of three millions of souls, (more than one third of our whole American 
population,) are at this moment living without any religious ordinances, 
without regard to the Sabbath, without the worship of God. This awful 
destitution of all that can ennoble and dignify man, of all that can adorn 
prosperity, of all that can pour the balm of consolation into the bereaved 
bosom of anguish, prevails, indeed, in its larger and more frightful propor- 
tions, throughout the southern and western states; but its leprous instil- 
ment also taints the moral health of the middle and eastern sections. In 
our own state, nay, in this very city, highly favoured as it is with opulence 
and light, uncounted thousands of our fellow beings pass their days, and 
weeks, and months, and years, in the entire neglect of God, their Creator, 
and in the habitual profanation of bis holy Sabbath. 

Is there no cause of fear in these portentous facts? Is the hand-writing 
ou the wall not legible by us? Mr. President, if there be one truth more 
important than another, which the records of time have engraven upon the 
tablets of human experience,—it is, that countries invariably flourish or 
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fade, precisely in proportion as they obey or disregard the precepts oi 
Him, who is the Governor among the nations. And, in spite of their po 
pular institutions, their general intelligence, their commercial enterpmise, 
their military and naval prowess, their dauvntiess spirit and enduring per- 
severance, (all of them, indeed, civic possessions, virtues, and qualities of 
the highest order,) these United States will follow the disastrous fate of the 
elder dynasties of the world, and bury all their national glories in the si- 
lence of the sepulchre, unless they make a friend of Him, whose way is to 
the whirlwind, and who sitteth upon the circle of the floods. 
But, is there no remedy for the healing of all these mighty ills? Yes, 


** That strain I heard, was of a higher mood— 
It came o'er the ear, 
As south winds breathing on a bank of violets.’ 





The whole moral aspect of Europe, of Asia, and of Africa, has been, and 
is now undergoing a rapid, and an extensive improvement in consequence 
of the wise and liberal labours of Bible and Missionary Institutions, and 
above all, of Sunday Sthool Societies. | say, above all,—because, great 
as are the benefits, and praise-worthy as are the efforts of those benevolent 
beings, who dispense the blessings of Bible and Missionary Societies, they 
cannot grasp the extent of good, which might be accomplished by the well- 
directed exertions of Sunday School establishments: seeing, that their la- 
bourers search out the habitations of the needy and destitute ; ransack the 
inmost recesses of profligacy and despair, and by their patience and per- 
severance, convert the abodes of ignorance, of vice, of squalid idleness, 
and of perilous turbulence, into the mansions of orderly industry, cleanli- 
ness, sobriety, reverence for God, and good-will towards man. Their 
benefits lie at the very foundations of human society; for they watch over 
the treasures of the cradle, and direct the footsteps of infancy and youth 
to those paths which lead to individual, domestic, social, and national vir- 
tue, security, and strength. ‘They teach the rising generation to uphold 
their country’s honour, and hand down to their children’s children, not 
merely unimpaired, but improved and beautified, all those intrinsic bless- 
ings, which alone, are calculated to render this western world at once 
prosperous and happy in itself, and the exainple and ornament of a sur- 
rounding universe. 

It was not my intention, Mr. President, to enter into any detail this 
evening, but to confine myself to a few very general observations. This 
moment, however, my much respected friend, the British Consul, has 
whispered into my ear an anecdote, too interesting to pass unnoticed. 

A few days since, a young man, about nineteen years of age, called at 
the Consul’s office, and made himself known as one, whom, but a few years 
before, the consul had taken into his own Sunday School, in the north of 
ireland, as a poor, little, wretched, helpless outcast. No nuptial tie had 
consecrated the birth of this child of misery, baptized in tears. No father 
owne:! him for ason. But the Sunday School was to him as a father, and 
a mother, and a sister, and a brother. The precepts of religion and mo- 
rality which he learned there, have stricken deep root into his heart, have 
blossomed in beauty, and are now ripening into an abundance of fruit. 
He poured into the consul’s lap more than a hundred dollars, the little 
earnings of his bodily toil, in this land of liberty, this asylum of affliction, 
to be remitted to his destitute mother, the forlorn daughter of shame and 
sorrow. 

What has the boy done by this action? He has doubled back upon his 
parentage that honour which they could not confer upon him. He has 
become his own ancestor, and laid the foundations of his farnily upon the 
best of all possible baves.—that of filial affection and reverence. 
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Can it be necessary to offer a single exhortation to the inhabitants of 
New-York to uphold by their munificence a charity which, above all other 
charities, is best fitted to promote the temporal welfare of their more in- 
digent fellow-citizens, and also to point out the road to brighter, happier 
scenes than earth, with all its competence, can give? You have, this 
evening, heard the Report of our last year’s proceedings, and if the facts 
and observations contained in that able and luminous report, will not in- 
duce you to give of your superfluities to those among your brethren, who 
are perishing, not for lack of bread only, but for want of the means of ever- 
lasting life, 1 might well despair of prevailing by any words of mine. 

I therefore, Mr. President, second the motion of my Rev. and highly 
esteemed friend, that the Report be accepted. 


Rev. Paschal N. Strong moved that the Report be printed. 


Mr. President, 
I rise to offer a resolution, which I have no doubt will meet with the 
most cordial acceptance of every member of this Society, and every hearer 
in this assembly. The motion that I have the honour to submit to your 
consideration, is, “that the Report which we have heard this evening be 
rinted.”’ 
‘ It was, Sir, with no common pleasure that I listened to that able and 
interesting report, and I should rejoice tosee it inthe hands of every mem- 
ber of the community. Permit me too, to congratulate you on the nume- 
rous and unquestionable proofs which this Union continues to furnish of 
the vast importance and usefulness of the work in which you have em- 
barked. It is a happiness to live in an age when the spirit of general in- 
struction and improvement seems to have been kindled up among all ranks 
and classes of people; when that charity which the gospel inculcates is 
multiplying her triumphs far and wide in our sinful world,—triumphs un- 
utterably more brilliant, and dignified, and lasting, than any enrolled on 
the records of History, or achieved by the prowess of Philosophy. Philo- 
sophy! she would laugh to scorn the idea of condescending to the humble 
walks of life; and if she would stoop so low, she could instruct the poor ia 
nothing better than principles that Jead to perdition, and with all her wis- 
dom and all her efforts at their renovation, would but the more firmly 
rivet the chains which it has been your high ambition and your proud pre- 
eminence to unloose. Yes, it is Christianity, descending from her native 
heavens, that stoops her seraph wings to protect and bless the meanest of 
human kind, and that gathers her fairest laurels, not in the palaces of the 
rich, nor on the thrones of the mighty, but in huts and hovels inhabited by 
the illiterate, the despised, and perishing children of sorrow and of want. 
Look at what the one has done, and at what the other has not done; look 
at the moral revolutions that have occurred in our world, in our land, in 
our city, during the few years in which Institutions like yours have been 
multiplied, and then ask, ‘‘ Is Christ the abler teacher, or the Schools” of 
“* philosophy, falsely so called ?” 

Nay, Sir, there does not appear a better plan that the wisdom of man, 
directed by the revelation of God, could have devised, to supply the wants 
of the poor, and remove their profligacy, their idleness, and misery, than 
the establishment of Sunday Schools; a scheme of education, formed on 
priocipies most humble, but yet most noble, acting in subordination to 
every other school of charity, and yet a necessary appendage to them all, 
requiring comparatively slender means for its support, and yet accom- 
plishing greater good than many Institutions the most liberally endowed, 
receiving within its embrace those who, without it, must for ever have 
looked in vain for instruction, and mutually blessing both the teachers and 
the taught. How many hundreds and thousands in this city, who from 
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their necessary occupations are prevented from attending on weekly 
schools, even if they had the disposition and the means; how many, whose 
only concern was to pilfer from the property of others, or extort help from 
the hand of charity, who were burdens to themselves and to the comimu- 
nity, unfit to live, and unprepared to die, have been rescued from igno- 
rance, from worthlessness, from filth, from wretchedness, and from crime, 
by the heavenly aid of your Sunday Schools! And even with the froward 
and the stubborn, on whom all efforts at improvement may seem to have 
been lost, your instruction, so far from being thrown away, will curb the 
licentiousness of their principles of corruption, will at least point out to 
them the path of danger and of duty, and for aught you know, prove the 
rudiments of their future usefulness, and happiness, and honour. The light 
of heavenly life may be within, even though you cannot discover the glow- 
ing of the spark, or trace the kindling of the flame. 

By your endeavours to dispense the elements of moral and religious in- 
struction, in a form and measure peculiarly adapted to the condition and 
necessities of the indigent, you are laying the axe at the very root of all 
that has hitherto defiled and destroyed the lowest classes of our people; 
you are drawing more closely together the cords that bind in one commu- 
nity the interests of the learned and the unlearned, of the great and the 
small, the rich and the poor, the bond and the free; you are cherishing a spi- 
ritof reverence for the worship of God and the hallowing of his Sabbaths ; 
you are inculcating the study of that Bible which alone can make them 
wise unto salvation, and prepare them to be useful in this world and blest 
in the world to come, and thus converting the moral wilderness of our city 
into a “ garden which the Lord hath blessed.” 

And is it not a most pleasing spectacle, one on which angels must de- 
light to dwell, to see Christians of all denominations engaged and united in 
this heavenly work, and by their Sunday Schools healing those divisions 
that have heretofore rent the body of Christ, and forgetting all their pecu- 
liar distinctions of form, and all their Shibboleths of party, joining their 
hearts and hands in the gracious and the holy effort to render the rising 
generation wiser and better than their fathers, and without any respect of 
persons, “‘ striving together” *‘ to give light to them that sit in darkness, 
and in the shadow of death, to guide their feet in the way of peace,” and 
thus accelerate the coming of that day, when “ they shall no more teach 
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, ‘‘ Know the 
Lord,”’ but when the knowledge of the of the Lord cover the 
earth, even as the waters cover the seas.’ 

You have, Sir, for your encouragement in this work, the testimony of an 
approving conscience; you have the approbation of every man whose ap- 
probation is worth receiving; and, what is infinitely , you have the 
stniles of that God, whose favour is life, and whose loving-kindases is better 
than life. The effects you have produced are your best eulogy. These 
proclaim the excellence of that wisdom which devised the plan of Sunday 
Schools, and these constitute the rich reward of that benevolence and in- 
dustry by which they have been supported. The results of your “ labours 
of love” are by us al incalculable; and “that day” alone can re- 
veal how many shall rise up and call you blessed, 
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FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL RFPOSITORY. 
Mr. Eprror, 

Theugh the subject of the following narrative was not educated in a Sab- 
bath School, she doubtless would have been, had such Schools at that 
time been established in the place where she lived. If you think 
its publication will do good to the rising generation, it is at your 
service. R. 

HAPPY DEATH OF A Y . 





Some time since I was sent for to visita little girl very 
ill, who had expressed a strong desire to see me. 1 immedi- 
ately went; not a little surprised, however, at receiving such 
a request from a child of whose name and residence I had no 
recollection. The house | perceived to be the residence of a 
poor family ; on entering the room the sick child held out her 
hand to take mine, and begged me to pray for her. | then 
recollected having seen and conversed with her about two 


weeks before, in another part of the city ; that the subject of 


our conversation was the importance of ‘immediate ly prepar- 
ing to die ;—that she was much aflected, and requeste: d me to 
talk to her again. I asked, what she wished me to pray for. 
“O pray that God would forgive my sins. I have been a 
creat sinner.” | endeavoured to explain the nature of true 
repentance, a1 nd directed her to Christ as the only Saviour of 
sinners. After prayer she took my hand, and was unwilling 
io let me go: commending her however to the mercy of God, 
i left her ap parently in great distress on account of her sins. 
The next morning she very pleasantly said to her mother, 
* T don’t feel afraid to die now; I have prayed to God all the 
time since Mr. —— talked to me. and I hope He will forgive 
my sins.”? I called again.—With a heavenly smile on her 
countenance, she threw her arms around my neck and 
kissed me. It was the involuntary expression of christian, 
«lection. After recovering a little from iny surprise, | 
asked her how she felt. “ I feel happy—; 1am not afraid 
10 die now.” ‘“*Why are you not afraid to die? you 
know you are a sinner?” “ Yes, [knowlama great sinner. 
| have been very wicked. I have a very bad heart. But I 
am sorry for my sins ; and I think I love the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and he eame into the world to save sinners.” Perceiving that 
‘ie was in great pain, | did not attempt to converse any more 
with her at that time. After this ] had several conversations 
with her, which were not committed to writing. She gave 
me abundant evidence that she had indeed been born again. 
She was ever after this composed, patient, and resigned under 
the greatest bodily sufferings. 
Her mother informed me, that some time before she was 
taken sick, she came home, and requested her to pray with her 
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and with one of her sisters; she replied, “ I hope I do not 
neglect to pray for my children.” *“ But, dear mamma, 1 
want you to pray with us; and would not be satisfied till 
it was done. It was known, that she had been in the habit 
of secret prayer. And it was afterwards discovered, that 
she, with two or three other little girls, had met oncesa week 
to pray loge ther. 

Be ing obliged to leave town I did not see her for two d: iVs. 
On my return, | hastened to the house ; she manifested great 
joy at seeing me again: but was so low that she could simply 
ask me to pray with her. After prayer she revived ; and re- 
quested, that her sisters, of whom she had several, might he 
sent for. In the mean time, | engaged in conversation with 


her. “ Do you stidl feel happy and willing to die?” “© 
yes! I had rather die than live.” “ W . keen ‘0 1 want t 
get out of this world of sin and go to Christ.” Are you no! 


sometimes, afraid, that you shall not go to heaven when you 
die?” “Ono.” “ But heaven is a holy place and you are 
defiled with sin.” “ I know lam a@ sinner. But Christ came 
into the world and died to save sinners. 1 hope God has par 
doned my sins for his sake.”? While repeating some passa 
ges of scripture, which lighted up a smile in her counte- 
nance, her brother-in-law and sisters arrived. As her oldest 
sister approached the bed in tears, she reached out her hand 
and, embracing her, said, * My dear sister, don’t weep for me. 
I wish you was half as happy as I am.” While they stood 
weeping around her bed, she addressed them in the most af- 
fectionate and faithful manner, exhorting them immediately 
io repentand make their peace with God; to give their hearts 
to Christ, and prepare to follow her toa better world. “ Do 
not delay; do not put off the work as I have done, tll you 
come to lie upon a dying bed. Make haste—now is the best 
time you will ever have.” All appearing much affected and 
weeping, she observed, “ Do not, my dear mother and sisters, 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves. If you love the Lord 
Jesus, we shall meet again.” Perceiving her brother-in-law, 
standing partly be hind the door, she called to him. He came 
tothe bed. Determined it would seem to gain access to his 
heart, she threw her arms around his neck and said to him ; 

* My dear brother, do prepare to meet me in heaven. Ii 
you would go to heaven you must go in the right way; in 
the straight and narrow way.’’ After conversing in this strain 
for some time, she repeate id the i injunction, “ Prepare to meet 
me in he: aven 3) > and would not let him go till he promised 
that he would try. 

Alter this she conversed but little. The next morning one 
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of her companions came to see her, but she was too low to 
speak. After the little girl had gone, she revived and re- 
quested to see her. She was asked if she wished to say any 
thing to her? “ Yes, I wished to ask her if she was prepared 
to die and go toheaven.” J inquired for the last time wheth- 
er she still hoped she should go to heaven and be with her 
Redcemer ? Raising her eyes she replied, “* O yes! O yes!” 
“ What shall I pray for ?”” “ O pray that I may die and go to 
Christ.” The next morning she sweetly fell asleep in Je- 
sus. A heavenly smile remained on her countenance after 
the soul had fled, as we trust, toa better world. O Lord, out 
of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected 
praise. 


ne 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Cincinnati 
Sabbath School Union Society. 


‘* Perhaps no part of our country presents a mere suitable field 
for activity in the promotion of Sabbath Schools, than these west- 
ern states. ‘Thousands, emigrating from different parts of the 
Union, spend a large portion of their substance by the time they 
arrive at their place of destination, and as it were, com- 
mencing the world anew, with a small pittance, after the necessary 
demands of an increasing family are satisfied, a very small moiety 
remains for the education of the rising generation. With a view 
to diffuse useful knowledge more generally throughout all classes 
in Society, and to prevent the frequent vic!ations of the fourth 
commandment, a Society was formed Sept. 4th, 1817, under the 
name of the Cincinnati Sabbath School Union Society. A constitu- 
tion was formed and adopted, in which it is provided, that a 
President, three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, Treasurer, and a 
Committee of seven, be chosen annually, whose duly it is to 
manage the concerns of the Society. One dollar per annum enti- 
tles to membership, and fifteen dollars to membership for life. 
One hundred and fifteen members have subscribed the Constitu- 
tion, and it is confidently hoped that more will join. Six Schools 
have been opened under the direction of this Union ; two in town, 
and four in the country. In School No. 1, opened in the Baptist 
Society in this town, 176 Scholars have been admitted. In 
School No. 2, opened in the first Presbyterian Society, 193 Scho- 
lars have been admitted. 

‘* The number of Scholars belonging to the Schools in the 
country is much less, averaging perhaps from 25 to 30. In addi- 
tion to these Schools, through the munificence of a few benevolent 
and highly respectable Ladies, an African Association has been 
formed, and a Sabbath School opened. A sub-committee from 
the Union Society has been chosen to assist in the organization 
and management of this School, and, as in the other schools, a 
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quarterly report is made by the superintendent, and transmitted 
to the President and Directors of the Union Society. Into this 
school 124 scholars have been admitted of all ages, from seven to 
sixty-five years. While we regret, that some do not duly appre- 
ciate the advantages they enjoy, we are happy to state, that 
others appear much engaged in acquiring the first: rudiments of 
science. Some who, at the commencement of the school, were 
ignorant of the alphabet, can now read intelligibly in the Bible. 
lt is confidently hoped, that the day is dawuing, in which the 
thick cloud of ignorance, that has so long enveloped the sons of 
Africa, will be dispelled. Having long groped in mental and 
moral darkness, they have a strong claim to the benevolence and 
charity of the more enlightened and favoured part of the commu: 
nity. Much good is anticipated to result from the establishment 
of Sabbath Schools. May the time soon come, when not a town 
or a village can be found in the Union, destitute of so useful an 
institution. 

‘* That the divine blessing may attend all your exertions to 
disseminate useful knowledge to the rising generation, and be in- 
strumental in causing them to shine as lights in the world, and 
alter the toils of this life are over, that you and they may be 
translated to mansions of rest, is the ardent prayer of 

‘* Your, obedient servant, 
‘In behalf of the Cincinnati Sabbath School Union Society, 
“ JAMES CHUTE, Secretary.” 
TARRYTOWN. 

‘* The Trustees of the Tarrytown Sunday School, report to 
the New-York Sunday School Union Society, that their school 
commenced in November 1816—since which period there have 
been admitted 236 Scholars, one hundred and sixty white and 
seventy-six people of Colour. 

‘** The white scholars are making great improvement in the dif- 
ferent branches that are taught them, and are generally very atlen- 
tive to school; anumber of whom come from five to six miles dis- 
tant on foot, and are punctual to the time of opening school 
(9 o’clock in the morning ;) neither do they permit storms and bad 
roads to prevent them; but the summit of their wishes appears to 
be, to get learning, and are remarkable for their cleanliness, order 
and obedience, while in school. ‘Those that can read, learn by 
rote, as tasks, during the week, from twelve to eighty verses in 
the Extracts from the Bible that were presented to the school by 
the New-York Sunday School Union Society. About thirty of 
the people of colour, who have been regular in their attendance 
at school, are also making great improvement; but a large major- 
ity of that class of scholars have been so inatlentive, that they put 
it out of our power to speak as favourably of their improvement 
as we could wish. 

* Prior to the establishment of this school, the streets and adja- 
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d 2 Dock OU ay (N. J.) Sunday School Society. 


cent country were filled on Sundays with children engaged in idle 
ports, and people of colour, bebaving ina riotous and disorderly 
manner, the eflects of ignorance, and too oiten of intoxication :— 
But the scene is now changed; there are no children breaking the 
Sabbath, nor blacks shocking the ears of the inhabitants with im- 
prec cations. 

‘* The school is supported by voluntary contributions, which 
we are sorry tosay have been so scant, that it has put it out otf our 
power to do that juttice to the scholars we could wish. We have 
also had to surmount a number of obstacles, arising from the oppo- 
sition of people of illiberal sentiments ;—But it gives us pleasure to 
say, that a number of our strongest opposers, at the commence- 
ment of the school, are now our warmest friends, they being con- 
vinced of the utility of Sunday Schools.—But still the pecuniary 

support we receive is far from ‘being adequate for the purposes ot 
ihe institution ; and we are compelled to circumscribe our opera- 
tions for the want of proper materials. 

‘* During the last summer such scholars as could read were per- 
mitted to take their Testaments+ome with them ; but under the ap- 
prehension of having them worn out, and not being able to replace 
them, the ‘sustees were induced last winter to prevent their tak- 
ing them from school ; by which unavoidable arrangement we feel 
warranted in saying ain a number of poor persons, (ihe parents 
of the children, who had perhaps never before heard a chapter in 
the Scriptures read,) were debarred the privilege of sometimes 
hearing the word of God at home. In fact, there have been press- 
ing applications made by some of the scholars for leave to take 
their books home, stating that their parents did not own, nor ever 
had owned, a Bible or Testament, and that they read those be- 
jonging to the school to them during the week. 

‘* I'he ‘Trustees take this opportunity of returning their sincere 
thanks to the New-York Sunday School Union Society, for the 
handsome donation of Sunday School Books, made to this school 
- January last, and beg leave to assure the Society, that the Sun- 

day School ‘l'racts have had an excelent effect, upon such scho- 
jars as they have been presented to, and are the means of inducing 
the others to a more strict attention to their studies, in hopes ot 
also receiving them. 
‘* STEUBEN SWARTWOUT, 2? Corresponding 
‘“G. FORBES. 4 Committee.” 
ROCKAWAY, N. J. 

* The school commenced in June, 1816, under rather unfavour- 
able circumstances, being thought by some to be improper, and 
by others as matter of pride in endeavouring to imitate that coun- 
try in which they originated, Soon, however, schools were es- 
tablished in six different neighbourhoods in the Parish, and are at- 
tended by about two hundred scholars. Those who can read well, 
and had before learned the Shorter Catechism, attend to Bible les- 
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sons by the help of Rev. John Mc Dowell’s questions. Those ot 
the next class commit portions of Scripture to memory, and learn 
different religious catechisms. ‘The poor and blacks are taught 
to read. 

‘* These schools were through the last summer visited in rota- 
tion by our Pastor, who endeavoured to explain and enforce the 
truths to which they attended. ‘These seasons were often very af- 
fecting. Atone of them, in October last, an important revival 
evidently commenced. Many received impressions for which l 
trust they will ever be disposed to praise God. ‘The Sabbath 
Schools have been so signally blessed that almost all of the ‘Teach- 
ers who regularly attended them, and who were not before protes- 
sors, are subjects of the awakening; and a large proportion of phe 
scholars who attended the Bible classes. ‘There are very few ex- 
ceptions among those who regularly attended the lessons.” 

[Extracts from other communications to the N. Y. Sunday 
School Union Society will be inserted in our next.] 
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SABBATM SCHOOLS IN FRANCE. 


The following is the translation of a letter from the Rev. Francis 
Martin, dated Bordeaux, 8th April, 1817, to his friend in Eng- 
land. 


You know that some time ago in company with my friend Mr. 
Allen, | made a long journey into the different states of Europe, 
from which tour I returned home. 

Since that time I have been engaged in making known to my 
friends the nature and objects of the various charitable and reli- 
gious institutions which | had seen in England and elsewhere ; 
and | must acknowledge their influence, as proved by the lively 
desire of seeing similar establishments produce the same happy 
effects in our dear native country. 

Feeling confident, that in your country Sunday Schools, in the 
hands of Providence, have been the first and most efficacious means 
of exciting religious zeal, and also, that from them have arisen the 
Bible Society, the Tract Society, the British and Foreign School 
Society, &c. I, in consequence, resolved to commence upon the 
same plan that has been pursued in England, and after surmounting 
many difficulties, have established in the Protestant Church in 
this place, two Sunday Schools, in which 200 boys and girls, 
nearly all of the poorest class of Society, and formerly without 
the means, are now receiving religious instruction, 

We have divided our Schvol into 8 classes, which are directed 
by 20 ladies and gentlemen, many of whom are persons of the 
frst respectability 

I have had a spelling book printed for the higher classes, and 
reading cards for the lower classes. In our 8th class, the Bible 
is ay and in our 7th, the Testament. 
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4 Kstablishment of Sunday Schools 


In this undertaking, | have received very considerable assist- 


ance from mv kind and dear friends. the Rev. Messieurs Marche, 


Slories, aud Jacquiers, three young ministers of the Lord, who 
with me, are devoted to the study of Protestant Theology, at 
Montaban. 

My dear Father, who is Pastor and President of the consistory 
of the Church at Bourdeaux, is enchanted with the Sunday Schoo! 
children, and he encourages us with a truly apostolic zeal. 

The Lord is with us, and continues to bless the work of our 
hands. 

[ shall pass by Montaban, Toulouse, and Montpelier, where I 
shall make it a point tu speak of the happy effects of Sunday 
Schools. _—_ 

ANECDOTE. 

V. D—, Monmouth court. “ At the door of the house,” say the visitors, 
** we found the aged mother of this lad standing; when informed the nature 
of our visit she readily answered the questions we put to her, and expressed her 
thankfulness with tears in her eyes for the great good her son had received 
by attending the Sunday Scho: il, and hoped that God would pour down his 
blessing on’ the manfagers. We were coming away when the mother said, 

*do, pray,walk up stairs and see my boy, he is at work with bis father.? Ac- 
cepting her invitation, to our surprise we found a hoary headed man and four 
sons at work, all of whom had received their education in George-yard Sunday 
School, Drury-lane. ‘The venerable man was delighted to see us, to have 
the opportunity of thanking us for the great good he had received by the in- 
struction given to his children ; and he said, pointing to his sons, ‘ this is turn- 
ed twenty-two, there’s ove at work in the next room turned twenty, who beth 
thank God for Sunday Schools; and there is this lad (W. D.) and another 
younger, who are now in the School. Gentlemen, [ am truly thankful for your 
kindness—for my children are all good, industrious, and a comfort to me in my 
old age —] bless God and you that they were educated in George-yard Sunday 
School.’ The whole of the lads in this case not only learnt to read, but to 
write on the week day evenings, aud have never been instructed in any other 
School.’ 


Extract from a leiter, written by a Gentleman in Greensborough, 
Vt. tohis Friend in Norwich. 

‘* The first impression was, that the Church had beennegligent in 
their duty to the children, and especially to those on whom the 
seal of God's gracious covenant bad been placed. While this 
was on the minds of some, the violation of the Sabbath also be- 
came a subject of attention. The necessity of a reform appeared 
to be great, and the question was, what shall we do to effect the 
great object of enlightening the rising generation, and of suppressing 
vice. After some consultation it was thought best to form a 
moral society. After making the thing a little known, the town 
invited Hardwick and Craftsbury to unite and form a Society for 
the above objects. A society was ae formed, which con- 
sisted of the most respe ctable part of the three towns. The 
Sabbath School soon became a subject of its direction and encou- 
ragement; and at one of the meetings in March last, (a year ago,) a 
general invitation was given to all the children of the three towns 
to commit te memory chapters in the Bible, various catechisms, 
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in Greensborough, (17.) 
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ind other religious pieces, ana to meet on the fourth Wednesday 
of June, to exhibit a specimen of what they had learned. Th: 
gave a new spring to the exertions of the children. ‘They all at- 
tended punctually to the lessons given them on the Sabbath, in 
allthe districts of Hardwick and Greensborough, When the church 
and children were secn so much engaged in the thing, Satan began 
fo array his torces in opposition. Some prevente d their children 
from attending, saying@uch ageinst thy practice, and calling it a 
political thing, ‘Ts excited the pravers of God's people tor his 
blessing, and as the meeting of the society and children drew near, 
many prayers were otlered thet God woul. glortty 


himself in the 
transactions of the day. The day arrived —the morning was plea 
ant—two ministers were with us. At Go'clocl 

town and Hardwick, met at the south School-bouse in this town, 


and after prayers tor God's presen e and blessing, A procession 
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was formed of children, amounting to more than S00, and walked 
to a very large barn prepared tor the purpose, and at 10 o'clock, 
united in prayer, At this time the barn was illed with spectators. 
Many appeared solemn. Reciting the Scriptures, and Catechism, 
occupied the forenoon; closed with prayer, and walked toa long 
table, shaded with green boughs, and covered with food, which had 
been provided by the people of the two towns. The appearance 
of the children at the time of asking the blessing, and at dinner, 
and at the returning of thanks, their order and solemnity, (some of 
them being but four years old, and many of them under six) caused 
many to say that God was with us indeed. — In the afternoon the 
assembly was very large, solemn, and even affected. Religious 
dialogues, dramas, psalms, hymns, and singing, ended the exerci- 
ses of the day. Altera short address from one of the ministers 
present, and uniting in prayer with the other, the assembly retired, 
A number went from this place convinced that they were sinners. 
Several who had acted a drama in search of happiness, ielt them- 
selves destitute of happiness. From this day many have dated 
their first serious impressions. ‘The reiormation here commenced, 
and continued until fifty-five were added to the Congregational 
Church in this town, and about twenty to the Baptist Church, and 
a number, perhaps fifteen, hopetully pious, have not united with 
any church ; also thirty have been added to the church in Hard- 
wick, so that we calculate about one hundred and twenty, as the 
hopetul subjects of this work. Is not the success which God has 
civen to these humble efforts sufficient to unite bis children every 
where in thissame glorious work ! 

‘‘ In order to give regularity to the Sabbath School, the Society 
appointed a principal Teacher in each town, and he appointed a 
Teacher in each School district, whose business it was to attend 
every Sabbath evening to the children of said district, in such 
lessons as the principal Teacher had previously directed, and to 
make quarterly returns tohim. He visits each district as often as 
he chooses. Each school is opened and closed by prayer. 
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76 Sunday School at Perth Amboy. 


‘A church is a sufficient society, and a minister is a suitable per- 
son for a general instructor. T he year past has been a good year 
to the churches in this part of the vineyard. In Danville. one hun- 
dred and fifty have shared in the work of grace; in Peacham 
about one hundred and thirty, A very large number have been 
added to the Lord in Cabot; a number in Walden and in Glover. 
A church has been formed, and great addition made to it in Barton, 
and another in Frasburg. In Troy, on thi@ first of January last, 
there was but one praying person found; noW there is a church 
of twenty members. 

**In this town are about ninety families. About two thirds are 
professors of religion. About thirty of the members of the Sabbath 
School have become hopefully pious. Unteeling indeed must the 
person be, who hears the above, and cannot say, ‘* Bless the Lord, 
O my soul,” (Boston Recorder.) 


To the Editor of the Sunday School Repository. 
April 25, 1818. 

The Sabbath School belonging to the Presbyterian Church in the 
city of Perth Amboy, has indeed been sw eetly refreshed by a few 
drops of the shower which has watered that part of God’s Vineyard. 
About a year has elapsed since this school was established ; but 
two of the Teachers at that time were members of the Church. 
We humbly believe their feeble petitions, united with the strong 
persevering cries of a few faithful wrestlers at the throne, (who 
wept when they remembered Zion) entered into the ear of the 
Lord of Sabaoth, and brought down blessings which has tuned 
the harps of Angels. 


The second Sabbath in March, two of the Teachers, and two 


of the precious souls committed to their care, in the presence of 


men and Angels, enlisted under the banner of the glorious Re- 
deemer: one, of the latter number, an aged, coloured woman, the 
other a little girl, about thirteen years of age. A few subbaths 
since, a little girl, nearly the same age, who for six months had 
been under convictions, and in great darkacse, was conversed with 
by her Teacher a few moments previous to ber entering the 
Church. She found her surroundea by clouds, and in deep dis- 
tress; but, blessed be God, her chains were shortly broke, and 
this little captive set free ; the afternoon of the same day she cried 
out to her Teacher with a voice trembling with joy, that she had 
found the Saviour ; ever since she has appeared to be rejoicing in 
his smiles. Some of the other children appear anxious about their 
souls; and we humbly hope it will not be as the morning cloud 
and early dew.—Dear sisters in Christ, let us (who have youg im- 
mortals, young candidates for heaven, committed to our care) en- 
deavour more deeply to realize the worth of souls, be more fer- 
vent and frequent at the throne of grace, and more faithful to our 
respective little flocks, cheered and consoled by the sweet ex- 


hilarating hope, that we shall reap in due time, if we faint not. 
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Sunday School Facts and Anecdotes. 


Extract from a letter from Rev. Samuel J. Mills, one of the agents 
of the American Colonization Society, dated London, Jan, 27+ 
1818, the day previous to their embarking for Africa. 


‘* We hope that increasing attention will be paid to the educa- 
tion of the people of colour in New-York and elsewhere. They 
have peculiar claims on the attention of the public = Itisevident, 
that before much can be done to settle these people by themselves, 
with a prospect of promoting their best interests, they must be pre- 
pared by instruction for such settlement. 

The Instructors of Sunday Schools can do much to promote 
information among this most needy class of our fellow creatures ;— 
ind they can influence others elsewhere to imitate their exainple.”” 

The above remarks need no comment. 

FROM THE (LONDON) SUNDAY SCHOOL REPOSITORY, 
SUNDAY SCHOOL PACTS and ANECDOTES. 

THE Rev. T. T. Biddulph, the venerable and excellent mi- 
nister of St. James's Church, Bristol, lately mentioned from the 
pulpit, that a boy some time since behaved so ill in the St. James's 
Sunday School, that neither kindness nor severity appeared to have 
any effect upon him. After having been before the committee 
repeatedly, they were very reluctantly obliged to expel him. For 
several years they heard nothing of him, and had almost forgotten 
the circumstance. Lately, as an evangelical clergyman (who was 
then a teacher in the school) was sitting in his study, in a distant 
country village, a sailor knocked atthe door. On being admitted, 
he said to the clergyman, ** | suppose you have forgotten me, 
Sir.’—** Yes,” said the Rev. Henry Poole, ** | have, if — 
knew you.” ‘* Do you remember a wicked boy named . James 
Saunders /” ‘* Oh, Yes!” said he, ** | have cause to remember 
him; he gave me uncommon trouble and anxiety. —What do you 
know of bia?” * Lam the lad!” ‘ You are grown so, and so 
altered, | could not have believed it.—Well, James, what account 
can you give of yourself?’ *‘* A very. sorry one, Sir :—when lI 
was expelled the school, I left the city, and wandered I scarcely 
knew or cared where.. At length I found myself at the sea-side. 
Weary of living by lying and stealing, And weary of myself, | got 
on ship-board ; and after sailing in various parts of the world, I 
was shipwrecked in a burricane in the Bay of Honduras. After 
swimming till my strength failed me, I gave myself up for lost. 
In the middle of a dark night | came to my senses, and found my- 
self on a rock, half covered with water. I looked around and 
called out for my shipmates, and found that two of them were 
circumstanced like myself, every moment expecting a watery 
grave. For the first time since I left the school, you, Sir, darted 
into my mind. 1 thought of your kindness—ot my base ingrati- 
tude—and some of the sacred truths you took so much pains to hx 
in My memory, particularly that passage in Numbers xxin. 9 
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78 Sunday School Facts and Anecdotes. 


‘* From the top of the rocks I see him.” In my extremity I look- 
ed to the Saviour, of whom I had heard so much, but whom ! had 
so long slighted and 9 ggg I knelt down up to my waist in 
water, and cried mightily, * That God would be the rock of my 
heart and my portion for ever. | found your words true * That 
praying breath was never spent in vein.’ On the day breaking, 
we discovered some pieces of wreck, on which we ultimately suc- 
ceeded in reaching the shore. Then mony precious truths you 
had taught me from the Bible came fresh to my memory ; though 
I had almost forgotten, during my career of 1 ra even that 
there was such a book. | thought, Sir, you would be glad to find 
that all your care and anxiety on my be half was not lost: { there- 
fore walked from my ship all this w ay to thank you in the best 
manner i can for your former kindnesses to me.” Knowing the 
cunning and adroitness of the lad, Mr, Poole was hall inclined to 
discredit him. He inquired the name of bis then captain, to 
whom he wrote, and ascertained, that since this young man had 
sailed with bim, his conduct had been so correct and exemplary, 
that whenever he knew James Saunders was on deck he made 
himself perfectly easy, knowing that the duties of the ship would 
be faithfully attended to. Many months afterwards, Mr. Poole 
received a letter trom the captain, saying that poor James Saun- 
ders in a distant part of the world was seized with a fever, that 
during its progress be sent for the sailors, read to them while be 


was able out of the Bible, exhorted them to cleave to the ** Rock of 


ages that never moves,” to take example by him. though one of the 
vilest of sinners, who had “‘ found mercy and grace to help iu eve- 
ry time of need ;” and commending them all to Jehovah Jesus, he 
fell asleep in Him without a struggle—a monument of saving 
grace and redeeming love. 

The new school rooms which accommodate from five to six hun- 
dred children, being in debt a few hundred pounds, several gentle- 
men of the committee, and other friends to the institution had lent 
ihe money wanted, upon loan, in sums to suit their convenience, 
and had received obligations for their respective amounts bear- 
ing interest. The next day after narrating the above incident, Mr, 
Biddulph received from a member of his congregation a letter 
enclosing one of these obligations for fifty pounds, requesting Mr. 
Bb. to burn the same, as the above anecdote had amply repaid 
both the principal dnd interest of at. Another of the congregation 
whovheld three similar fifty pound bills, sent them with a like re- 
quest, and when it is generally known, it is expected other be- 
nevolent individuals will ** go and do likewise.” Surely this is 
encouragement for every person connected with Sunday Schools 
to persevere amidst discouragements. ‘This case furnishes a sig- 
nal instance of the prevalence of Prayer, and the utility of storing 
the youthful mind with portions of scripture, even though it should 
appear to be casting the precious seed on stony ground. It may, 
ia God’s own good time, bring forth abundantly to the praise of 
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our adorable Immanuel, ** God with us,” to whom be all the glory. 
Sunday School Teacher! ** In the morniny’ sow thy seed, in the 
eventing withhold not thine hand, for thou knowest not which shall 
rrosper, this or that: when thine head hangs down like a bul 

rush, and thou art ready to retire with trembling. disgust, or dis 

may, think of James Saunders: adopt the motto of the Israelites of 
old—** Faint, yet pursuing,” and ** Go forward,” leaning on you: 
Beloved. 

The following has given pleasure and satisfaction. A large boy, 
who had been worse than neglected by his parents, was entered 
ina Sunday School, where he soon wearied the alphabet teach 
ers. His habits were so perverse, that it was difficult to kee P 
him under the least degree of discipline ; and his indolence and 
carelessness were such, that it was judged nearly impossible to 
fix his attention or teach him the letters. However, a good old 
man, Who taught a spelling book class, being unwilling to give 
him up, took another method. He selected a quick little boy, 
who had just learned his letters, and spoke to him nearly as fol- 
lows :—** You must teach this boy his letters. He and you must 
sit here by yourselves. He must be your class—and you must 
teach him well.” 

The boy to be taught was nearly twice the size of the other ; 
but the appointment was made with an order and solemnity that 
gave it weight,—and the little boy entered on his office with the 
industry and gravity of an old labourer, teaching the larger boy so 
many lessons, and keeping him so constantly engaged, that 
his rudeness was prevented, his attention was roused, and in a 
short time be learned the whole of the alphabet. 

Before this task was completed, two more were entered into 
the little teacher’s class, and he succeeded in preparing them fos 


the next class, 
quasar 


EXTRACTS 
PROM THE APPENDIX TO THE SECOND REPORT OF THE WN. Y. 
FEMALE UNION SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF SABBATH 
SCHOOLS. 


Extracts from the First Annual Report of the Utica African 
Sunday School. 


At an early period we saw with deep regret the disrespect 
which was paid to our religious instructions. —They would en- 
deavour to turn into ridicule and contempt each admonition they 
received, and many times would refuse to join in returning thanks 
to the Great Supreme for the preservation of their existence ; 
their practice said, ** we willnot have the Almighty God to reign 
over us.” It is with pleasure we add, that such seems not the 
present state of their feelings. For two or three months past an 
unusual seriousness has prevailed ; one of their number has stepped 
aside from ber companions and professed before the world her 
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$0 Albany Female Sunday School Union Society. 


determination to take up the cross and become a follower of the 
meek and lowly Jesus. Another has suddenly, and we fear un- 

prepared, been called to appear before her Judge ; she was forty- 

seven years of age, and had began to reada little. This melancholy 
eircumstance has greatly alarmed the rest. If we attempt to con- 
verse with them now upon the all-important concerns of their im- 
mortal souls, they answer with tears and sighs, and appear to 
feel that in their present state misery alone awaits them. One 
remarked to her teacher, that before their attendance at the Sun- 
day School, ‘* she neither thought of God nor cared for him ; now 
not a day passed but he was in her mind.” Her place is seldom 
vacant at the sanctuary, and ber whole behaviour manifests that 
she feels the stings of an awakened conscience. 


Extract of a Letter to the Secretary of the New-York Femal: 
Sunday School Union. Albany, Feb. 25, 1818. 


Encouraged by example, and animated by the success of Sunday 
Schools in other places, we were induced to form one in our city. 
It commenced in July 1816, with 12 female teachers and 22 
children ; very few of whom were acquainted with the alphabet. 
The number of scholars rapidly increased. In a few Sabbaths 
the school consisted of 50, and in September the number was 
100. Our number in the summer was 162, at which time another 
female school was formed, and we dismissed several to attend 
that. Many instances of individual improvement might be men- 
tioned. 1 will notice one of a female aged 25, who did not know 
her letters when she entered, inthree months could read in the Bi- 
ble,—At our Annual Meeting, July, 1817, the number was 95.— 
Eight, who could read with facility, had learned four different 
eatechisms and the Gospel of Matthew, were dismissed. The 
total number that had attended during the year was 300. 

[To be concluded in our uext. ] 


Hymn for Sunday School Children. 


Jesvs, thou art the graciousfriend {For such, though now thou reignst oa 
Of youth and infancy ; Thou dost with pity see ; {high, 

Ob, my I on thy love depend! And stil! to thee a youth may cry, 
Good Lord, remember me. Good Lord, remember me. 





A sinful youth myself I own, Thro? all the dangerous paths of youth 
But fo thy cross I flee ;: My guide and guardian be ; 

Thy blood for sin doth still atone ; And in thy mercy and thy truth, 
Oh Lord, remember me. O Lord, remember me. 


The litile children, we are told, And when the hour of death shall come, 
Who once were broucht to thee, I°}l vield my soul to thee; 

Thou didst within thine arms infold ; | Nor fear to mect my final doom, 
Then, Lord, remember me. If thou remember me. 
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